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February 9, 2015

Gene Dodaro
Comptroller General
U.S. Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, NW
Washington, DC 20548

Dear Mr. Dodaro:

The ongoing conflict in Syria has created one of the most pressing humanitarian crises in the world. Almost
four years into the conflict, as of January, 2015, an estimated 12.2 million people (5.5 million children)
inside Syria—more than half the population—have been affected by the conflict and are in need of
humanitarian assistance. This includes 7.6 million internally displaced persons within Syria and over 3
million fleeing as refugees to neighboring countries. Millions of these conflict victims lack access to food,
healthcare, or sanitation. The United States is the single-largest donor of humanitarian assistance for Syrian
conflict victims and is part of the massive, international humanitarian operation in parts of Syria and in
neighboring countries. The United States has provided more than $3 billion since the start of the conflict in
March 2011 to fund humanitarian assistance programs that attempt to meet basic needs to sustain life;
support emergency food aid and medical care; and provide protection and assistance to the most vulnerable.

In the increasingly challenging and dangerous environment posed by the Syrian civil war, we are concerned
that assistance funds intended for Syria may not be reaching intended recipients. Given these concerns, we
request that your office review U.S. humanitarian assistance efforts undertaken in response to the Syrian
crisis. Specifically:

(1) How much funding have U.S. agencies allocated, obligated and disbursed for humanitarian assistance
inside Syria and throughout the region, including to Jordan, Lebanon, fraq, Egypt and Turkey?

(2) What factors influence the ability of U.S. agencies to effectively deliver humanitarian assistance for
Syria?

(3) What mechanisms are in place to ensure that U.S. humanitarian assistance for Syria is reaching intended
recipients, including efforts to limit waste and diversion of such assistance?

(4) Is any humanitarian assistance going to the Syrian opposition groups, and if so, what critical needs is this
addressing?

(5) As much of the humanitarian assistance is channeled through the United Nations and its agencies, what
mechanisms are in place to ensure that we have proper oversight over the implementing partners and that
those partners are adequately vetted and transparent?
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Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. If you have any questions, please have your staff contact
Golan Rodgers with my Middle East and North Africa subcommittee office, at
Golan.Rodgers@mail.house.gov, or Casey Kustin, minority staff for the Middle East and North Africa
subcommittee, at Casey. Kustiri@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

ILEANA ROS-L INEN
Chairman
Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa

Member of Congress
RON DESANTIS
Member of Congress

Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa


